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What Is the PACER Case Locator?
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• The PACER Case Locator (PCL) allows any registered user to search a 
nationwide index of federal court cases. This information is updated 
once daily.

• The PCL is a one-stop 
location to search all courts 
(appellate, bankruptcy, and 
district) for cases.

https://pacer.uscourts.gov/register-account


PACER Case Locator Search
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PACER Case Locator Results
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What Is an API?

• An application programming interface (API) is a set of services that 
allow communications between separate systems.

• An API defines standard methods for accessing a system without a 
user interface. 

• Types of requests
• How to make the requests
• Data formats
• Expected responses and return data
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PCL API Search Request
Method: POST

Content type: application/json
{

"firstName": "A",

"lastName": "Quick",

"jurisdictionType": "BK"

}
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PCL API Search Results
Content type: application/json
{

"receipt": { ... },
"pageInfo": { ... },
"content": [

{
"courtId": "flsbk",
"caseId": 888888,
"caseYear": 2007,
"caseNumber": 11111,
"lastName": "Quick",
"firstName": "A"……

}
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Benefits of the New API

• Provides a standard way to search PCL data from other systems
• Offers a variety of data formats and search options for easy integration

• JSON

• XML

• Increases search efficiency for a large volume of searches
• Provides an easier way to automate PCL searches
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Beta Testing Opportunity 

• 45 volunteers needed
• Start date: January 19, 2021
• Duration: 2–3 months

• 3 rounds of testing:

• First round: 4 weeks

• Second round: 2–4 weeks

• Third round: 2–4 weeks
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Beta Tester Requirements

Beta testers should have:
• Development experience consuming web services (restful APIs).
• Development experience automating access to PACER or the legacy 

PCL.
• A PACER account in the QA environment 

(https://qa-pacer.uscourts.gov). 
• One representative per organization or group.
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https://qa-pacer.uscourts.gov/


How to Sign Up

• Send an email request to PACER_Feedback@ao.uscourts.gov by 
January 6, 2021.

• The email should include:
• Name/POC.

• Organization/company.

• PACER account number (for QA environment).

• IP addresses.

11

mailto:PACER_Feedback@ao.uscourts.gov


Questions?
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